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Message from the President – David K. Shapiro

2004 was a productive and successful year for MAMH, and for the people who look to us for advocacy and for services.  While there is still significant unmet need, and much work remains, it is important to take a minute or two to reflect on the accomplishments of the past year and to thank our many friends, colleagues, and supporters for the work they did in 2004.

The Executive Director’s report that follows provides an outline of our activities for the year, and it need not be repeated here.  I do want to mention the following highlights:

· The Fiscal year 2004-05 Budget passed by the Legislature for the Department of Mental Health (DMH) is without question the best budget the Department has received in a number of years.  MAMH has consistently focused a lot of its advocacy attention towards ensuring DMH and its clients receive appropriate funding levels. Whether organizing rallies, distributing our People Are Waiting Reports, preparing legislative briefing memoranda on unmet needs, or quietly meeting with policy makers, this has been a principal advocacy focus.  Furthermore, this advocacy focus has never depended upon the political party in power.  MAMH's independence and credibility has allowed us to forge alliances within the full spectrum of political ideology, and our commitment to helping to provide for the needs of people with severe and persistent mental illness transcends all political considerations.

· In 2003, MAMH drafted and led the successful advocacy effort to provide the Department of Mental Health with oversight authority on the placement of any restrictions on access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness.  This year, we were successful in convincing the Administration not to veto the provision.

I have enjoyed my two years as MAMH President.  I am grateful for the work, professionalism, energy and spirit of our Board of Directors, our staff and Executive Director.  

Congratulations to Jim Hooley, our new President.  I look forward to working with him and the other members of the board of directors, as together we work to meet the challenges and opportunities that await us and the people we serve.

Report from the Executive Director - Bernard J. Carey, Jr.

Throughout its long history, MAMH has used partnerships, collaborations and volunteers to plan, develop and advance our programs, initiatives, and activities.  Our accomplishments this year - as they have always been – resulted from the goodwill and hard work of our volunteer Board of Directors, legislators, city and state officials, and our many friends and supporters.  Whether a BC undergraduate student helping an inner city 5th grader understand the complexities of fractions, or a CEO helping us find part-time employment for an individual with mental illness, our success stories belong to our volunteers, and to our network of supporters and friends.   What follows is a brief overview of our activities this past year, as well as, some of the challenges that lay ahead in 2005.

SYSTEM ADVOCACY

Community Based Services:   Our efforts to bring additional community based services to persons with mental illness and their families continue, as do our individual case advocacy to help individuals and families access services.  

· Our People Are Waiting Reports have become a focal point for awareness and an impetus for the adoption of funding strategies to provide more community based services for people with mental illness.  In 2004, our 5th Report drew particular attention to the more than 260 adult DMH clients who are "discharge ready" but forced to remain in hospitals or continuing care facilities while they wait for a community based residential placement.

· The Report also highlighted DMH's Inpatient Study Report, filed with the legislature in march of 2004 as well as the proposal to create a new state-of-the-art psychiatric facility in central Massachusetts to replace Worcester and Westborough State Hospitals   

Access to Medications:

· For the past two years, MAMH has been urging legislators and state government agencies not to arbitrarily restrict access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness. MAMH staff drafted language providing the Commissioner of DMH oversight and approval authority over any policy that attempted to restrict access to medications.  In the FY 04 budget we were successful in overriding the Governor's veto.  This year, there was no veto and the authority of DMH is this important area is clear.

· We are working to develop a consensus policy for psychiatric medications under a grant awarded by the Boston Foundation.  The issue is complex, but we expect to announce a proposed policy in 2005.

Medfield State Hospital:

· Many in the mental health community, including NAMI-MA and DMH, believed the interests of DMH clients were being ignored by the Division of Capital Assets Management (DCAM) in its negotiations with the town of Medfield.  MAMH drafted a budget amendment giving DMH approval authority over any proposed reuse of the Medfield State Hospital property.  As a result of the budget amendment, the Commissioners of DMH and DCAM reached an accord on alternative language, which was then included in the budget enacted by the House and Senate and signed by Governor.
FAMILY SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY:

· MAMH, staff and volunteers provided case advocacy and support interventions, including housing, employment, treatment, insurance, education, financial assistance, and employment counseling for 94 consumers and family members during 2004.

· The Family Support and Advocacy Program received additional financial support this year from the Department of Mental Health and Eli Lilly Co.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS AND EDUCATION:

· MAMH continues its work as the designated Massachusetts partner with the National Institute for Mental Health for its Outreach Partnership Program.

· Massachusetts is one of only 8 states selected by The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration for the pilot launch of its Elimination of Barriers Initiative (EBI), a three-year program aimed at identifying effective public education approaches to combat the stigma and discrimination associated with mental illness.  DMH asked MAMH to become its partner in this initiative.  We have recruited four public high schools with diverse student populations to implement materials developed by EBI consultants.  We also presented a summer workshop on the EBI at the summer meeting of the Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators Association.  MAMH board member Robert Macy participated, along with the principal of Malden High School and a teacher from Ashland High School.

· In the latter part of this year, through the efforts of MAMH Board member Tom Glynn, MAMH began a collaboration with Massachusetts General Hospital and the 

Harvard Medical School Center for Mental Health and Media to develop a federal grant educational anti-stigma outreach proposal.  We anticipate filing the necessary application in early 2005. 

KIDS ON CAMPUS:
· MAMH continues to tutor 30 kids each week at Boston College.  In June, KOC tutoring completed its 12th consecutive academic year of providing assistance and support to youngsters and families throughout the school year. In September, it began its 13th.  Our community partnerships with Boston College, Col. Daniel Marr Boys and Girls Club, and neighborhood organizations throughout the city of Boston allow for a safe, supportive and creative educational experience for kids.
· MAMH placed four (4) Boston College student-athletes at the Clarence R. Edwards School, a public middle school in Charlestown, to work as teaching assistants in the summer school program for youngsters failing math and/or English.

· MAMH Kids programs continue to receive critical financial support to carry out the tutoring program and the staffing required by our agency for the summer program.  We received grant support from the Fuller Foundation, Bain Children’s Fund, the Yawkey Foundation, Filenes, and Boston College allows us the use of the luxury boxes for tutoring and other facilities. 
I am grateful to David Shapiro for his leadership, and the energy, and commitment he has extended to MAMH during his two years as our volunteer President.  I look forward to working with him, our new volunteer President, James Hooley, the other members of our board of directors and all our volunteers in 2005.  

Annual Financial Report - for Year Ending June 30, 2004



Revenue




United Way of Massachusetts Bay
$107,386
           




BEAC




   20,500

Special projects/grants

   28,368   

Special Events



 122,325

Chapters & Allied Agencies Dues
      8,251




Individual Membership Dues

    16,668






Investment Income (Net)

    18,188





Specials Projects (Housing Network)
  215,000





Interest & other Income

       7,702





Total Revenue

$544,388



Expenses




Program Services


$408,385




Support Services:


    

Mgmt & General

    75,221





Fund Raising


    43,256
  






Total Expenses
$526,862

Corporate Contributors

	Associated Industries of Massachusetts
	Maureen Pompeo

	Astra-Zeneca
	McLean Hospital

	Bain Children's Fund
	ML Strategies, LLC

	Beacon Health Strategies, LLC
	Neighborhood Health Plan

	Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
	Partners HealthCare 

	Bournewood Hospital
	Pfizer

	Boston College
	PhRMA

	Boston University Psychiatric Associates
	Pine Street Inn

	Boston Medical Center
	Public Consulting Group

	Brigham & Women's Hospital
	South Bay Mental Health Center, Inc.

	Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
	The Boston Foundation

	Danna Mauch
	The Fuller Foundation, Inc.

	Eli Lilly and Company
	Mentor 

	Filene's
	Technical Assistance Collaborative

	Foley Hoag, LLP
	Tufts-N.E. Medical Center, Dept. of Psychiatry

	GlaxoSmithKline
	Tufts Health Plan

	Gravestar
	Union Anesthesia Associates

	Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
	Vinfen Corporation

	Hill Holliday
	Walden Behavioral Care

	John Hancock Financial Services
	Walter Channing Memorial Fund

	Krokidas & Bluestein
	Work, Inc.

	Mass. Behavioral Health Partnership
	Yawkey Foundation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Member of the United Way of Massachusetts Bay
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MAMH                             Member of the Child Welfare League of America, Inc.                                                                                

All contributions are tax deductible

PAGE  
2

