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Message from the President – Thomas P. Glynn

2009 was a year of fiscal crisis for Massachusetts and the nation.  Nevertheless, it was a productive and successful year for MAMH, and for the people who look to us for advocacy, planning and services.  There is always more to be done and the unmet need remains significant.  Nevertheless, it is important to take a few minutes to reflect on the accomplishments of the past year and to thank our many friends, colleagues, and supporters for the work they did in 2009.

The Executive Director’s report that follows provides an outline of our activities for the year, and it need not be repeated here.  I do want to mention the following:

· Longtime MAMH Board member and former MAMH President, Barry White, was named US Ambassador to Norway.  Barry assumed his new duties in November 2009 and is no longer a member of the board.  His nomination by President Barack Obama and his confirmation by the US Senate is a testament to Barry’s good name and stellar reputation.  We wish Barry well and we look forward to the day when he rejoins the MAMH Board of Directors.

· MAMH Board members, Marylou Sudders and Jim Brett, co-chaired a special commission appointed by the Secretary of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services to examine the inpatient capacity of the Department of Mental Health and to make recommendations in light of the fiscal crisis. The Report issued by the Commission, which also included MAMH Board members Paul Barreira. M.D. and Peggy Johnson, M.D., provided a comprehensive set of recommendations, which were accepted by the Administration and will ultimately lead to the movement of 200 “discharge ready” patients from state hospitals into the community.

These two examples highlight in a brief way the high quality of people who give generously of their time and expertise to MAMH.  It has been my privilege to serve as Board President over the past two years.  I am grateful for the work, professionalism, energy and spirit of our Board of Directors, our staff and Executive Director.  
Congratulations to our new President, Thaleia Schlesinger.  I look forward to working with her and the other members of the board of directors, as together we work to meet the challenges and opportunities that await us. 

Report from the Executive Director - Bernard J. Carey, Jr.

Throughout its long history, MAMH has used partnerships, collaborations and volunteers to plan, develop and advance our programs, initiatives, and activities.  Our 

accomplishments this year - as they have always been – resulted from the goodwill and hard work of our volunteer Board of Directors, legislators, city and state officials, and our 

many friends and supporters.  

Whether a Boston College student-athlete helping an inner city 6th grader understand the complexities of fractions, a CEO helping us find part-time employment for an individual with mental illness, or a board member securing furniture donations for a formerly homeless woman, our success stories belong to our volunteers, and to our network of supporters and friends.   What follows is a brief overview of our activities this past year, as well as, some of the challenges that lay ahead in 2010.

United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimac Valley:

For the year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 MAMH received approximately $90,700.00 from the United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley. (United Way)  

A few years ago, United Way reviewed all of its 140 affiliate agencies and proposed a new process or program for funding.  This required MAMH to submit to a highly competitive process, one in which United way freely acknowledged it was going to drop some affiliates as it sharpened its strategic focus and aligned its affiliate agencies.  After a lengthy and competitive evaluation of all proposals, United Way advised MAMH it would increase its funding.  While obviously contingent upon economic conditions and the level of contributions, MAMH is fortunate to be a part of the UWMB portfolio and our focus area will be affordable housing.  

MAMH reached all of its United Way targeted goals for FY 2009.

Friend and Leader Award:

The 2009 Friend and Leader event honoring Bill Mosakowski, Susan Windham-Bannister, Debbie DiMasi and Judi Chamberlin was very successful.  We surpassed our targeted goal of $166,000 by raising 218,000.  We are still receiving favorable and enthusiastic comments from those in attendance.

Advocacy for Children, Adolescents, Adults and Seniors:

As an outgrowth of our advocacy work in specific Boston neighborhoods (South Boston/Charlestown) MAMH staff continue to build bridges across Boston Neighborhoods and the community schools with its advocacy work

Additional advocacy activities in FY 2009 included:

· Individual case advocacy and interventions to obtain services and independence for consumers and family members.  

· Creating service plans for disabled adults and children in need of community-based services.

· Education and employment counseling for disabled adults seeking the opportunity to return to school or work.  

· MAMH’s Executive Director is co-chair of the Commonwealth’s Mental Health Planning Council (which receives and allocates $8 Million in Federal Community Block Grant funding).  The Council is sponsoring meetings to bring together the diverse organizations focusing on education/employment for the mentally ill to plan more effectively as part of an effort to increase client outcomes.  We have added standing sub-committees on Youth Development, Elderly, Multi-Cultural Services, Employment, Professional Advisory Committee on Children’s Mental Health, ChildParents with Mental Illnesses, Parent Support, Transformation Committee (TransCom), and Restraint/Seclusion Elimination Reduction..

· MAMH’s Deputy Director is a member of the Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Council, established by Chapter 321 of the Acts of 2008.  The Advisory Council is chaired by DMH Commissioner Barbara Leadholm, and will be working with EOHHS, Medicaid, the Court monitor and others to implement the Rosie D remediation plan.

 Public Policy Advocacy:

(1) Housing

· At the beginning of the 2009-2010 Legislative session, MAMH published and distributed its 7th People Are Waiting Report, which set forth a realistic, yet ambitious legislative agenda to increase housing opportunities for people with mental illnesses and their families.
· We secured through a budget amendment and the conference $1 Million to restore a reduction in rental assistance for DMH Clients.

· MAMH advocated for and successfully secured funding for 200 community-based residential placements for DMH clients who were “discharge ready” but in state hospitals or continuing care facilities waiting a community placement.

(2) Preserving Access to Medications:

· We secured through the Commonwealth’s budget, a continuation of the Commissioner of Mental Health’s oversight authority over any proposed restrictions on access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness. Our work continues with DMH, consumers, families and other stakeholders on preserving clinically appropriate access to medications used in the treatment of mental illnesses.

· MAMH is participating in a planning and review process with the Department of Mental Health and the Commonwealth’s Medicaid Program (MassHealth), along with the Massachusetts Psychiatric Society and the National Alliance for Mental Illness to develop procedures to ensure clinically appropriate access to all medications used in the treatment of mental illnesses.

(3) Employment

· MAMH in collaboration with the Employment Committee of the Mental Health Planning Council successfully advocated for the inclusion of employment as one of the reported outcomes for providers of community based services for clients of the Department of Mental Health.

Mental Health Awareness and Educational Outreach:

· MAMH continued its work as the designated Massachusetts partner with the NIMH for its Outreach Partnership Program.

· MAMH, in collaboration with the Mental Health Legislative Caucus and others, sponsored six educational forums on mental illness and related issues during the winter/spring of 2009.

· MAMH is represented on the Advisory Committee for a Department of Public Health & DMH educational outreach collaboration on post-partum depression called the New Parent Initiative.

MAMH Website Redesign 

 www.mamh.org

· MAMH received a $15,000 grant from the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation to engage the services of a consultant to redesign our web site to make it more user friendly as well as to develop an “in house” content management system so it can be updated daily by staff and kept current.

· The new website became operational in October 2009 

Kids On Campus / College Athletes Care:

After 15 consecutive years of sponsoring and managing the Kids On Campus (KOC) tutoring program, MAMH made significant changes within the program.  A major impetus for this change was United Way’s new focus on affiliated agency service components.  Simply stated, United Way so valued our work in housing and systemic advocacy, that we needed to devote more time and effort to that area.

We did continue our work providing educational assistance to youngsters.  

The following services are the major components of the KOC Program:

· Community partnership initiatives with Boston College included the placement of BC students and student-athletes at the Clarence Edwards Middle School in Charlestown to work as assistant teachers in the classroom with an emphasis on math and science.  These placements occur at different points in the academic year and summer depending upon the needs and desires of the school.  

· In FY 2009 we also placed students at another minority-majority middle school in the City of Malden.

· MAMH initiated and oversees an E-Pal program whereby Edwards School youngsters can communicate with volunteer college students by email to learn about study skills, organizing school work, and other topics designed to instill confidence in the youngster and to impress upon them the importance of education.  Both the Edwards School and MAMH staff carefully monitor email content.

· MAMH also provides assistance with the Edwards School’s MCAS Academy to assist youngsters in preparing for the MCAS examinations.

· We are now engaged in planning efforts to have a film production course or activity at the Edwards School during FY 2010 using a Boston College undergraduate student with expertise in this area.

· MAMH’s Kids On Campus Program continues to receive financial support to maintain the services provided to various schools.  The following commitments have been received to date:  Fuller Foundation $4,500.00 and MGH Smart Choices for Charlestown $7,500.00.  In addition, we have pending grant applications with Yawkey Foundation and Bain’s Children’s Fund.

Financial Report - for Year Ending June 30, 2009

Massachusetts Association for Mental Health, Inc.

Budget/ Statement of Activities

For the Year Ended June 30, 2009

Revenue and other support:


United Way of Massachusetts Bay


$ 90,658


Special events/grants




   18,750


Chapters and allied agencies dues


     8,390


Individual membership dues



   16,025


KOC






   13,750


Special Events





 218,000


Gifts






     2,500


Investment Income, net



   42,618


Government Grants




 290,000


Interest and other income



   44,933


Net realized (loss) gain on investments

(  89,465)


Net unrealized (loss) gain on investments

(  49,267)  



Net assets released from restrictions


    18,750


Total Revenue and Other Support

$625,642

Expenses


Program Services




$474,289


Support Services:



Management and general


    90,304



Fund raising




     60,616


Total Expenses



$625,209

Increase (decrease) in net assets



         433

Net assets, beginning of year




1,475,033

Net assets, end of year




1,475,466




Corporate & Other Contributors

	Abt. Associates
	Merrill Lynch

	Arbour Health System
	Monument Group L.P.

	Associated Industries of Massachusetts
	Neal A. Price & Co. LLP

	Astra-Zeneca
	Neighborhood Health Plan

	Beacon Health Strategies, LLC
	Newton-Wellesley Hospital

	Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
	North Shore Medical Center

	Boston College
	Ortho-McNeil

	Boston University Psychiatric Associates
	Partners HealthCare 

	Boston Medical Center
	Partners Psychiatry and Mental Health

	Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
	Pfizer

	Brigham & Women’s Hospital
	PhRMA

	Clark University
	Pompeo, Maureen

	Citizens bank
	Posternak Blankstein & Lund LLP

	Danversbank
	Prior Consulting/Koman Associates

	Donoghue Barrett & Singal, P.C.
	Public Consulting Group

	East Boston Neighborhood Health Center
	Public Sector Partners/Med Metrics Health

	Eli Lilly and Company
	Rasky Baerlein Strategic Communications

	Elder Service Plan of the North Shore
	Reibling Foundation

	Faulkner Hospital
	Robert Mast & Linda Carlisle

	Fletcher, Tilton & Whipple, PC
	Seven Hills Foundation

	Foley Hoag
	Shields Health Care Group

	Fuller Foundation, Inc.
	South Bay Mental Health

	Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
	Taurus Investment Holdings, LLC

	Hill Holliday
	The Mentor Network

	HMS Holdings
	Tufts Health Plan

	Janssen
	Tufts Medical Center

	Mass. Behavioral Health Partnership
	UMass. Medical School/Commonwealth Medicine

	MGH Psychiatry
	Vinfen Corporation

	MGH – Smart Choices
	Walden Behavioral Care, LLC

	Mattapan Community Health Center
	Walter Channing Memorial Fund

	McCarter & English, LLP
	Work, Inc.

	McLean Hospital
	Yawkey Foundation
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