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Message from the President – Thomas P. Glynn

2008 was a productive and successful year for MAMH, and for the people who look to us for advocacy, planning and services.  There is always more to be done and the unmet need remains significant.  Nevertheless, it is important to take a few minutes to reflect on the accomplishments of the past year and to thank our many friends, colleagues, and supporters for the work they did in 2008.

The Executive Director’s report that follows provides an outline of our activities for the year, and it need not be repeated here.  I do want to mention the following highlights:

· MAMH, in collaboration with a number of advocacy organizations, worked to secure legislation that significantly enhanced our mental health parity in health insurance law in Massachusetts.

· MAMH after lengthy and sometimes contentious negotiations with a municipality and two state agencies helped to draft and secure passage of legislation requiring at least 44 units of housing for clients of the Department of Mental Health on or near the site of the former Medfield State Hospital.
· We secured through the Commonwealth’s budget, a continuation of the Commissioner of Mental Health’s oversight authority over any proposed restriction on access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness.

I have enjoyed my first year as MAMH President.  I look forward the year ahead and I am grateful for the work, professionalism, energy and spirit of our Board of Directors, our Executive Director and staff.  
Report from the Executive Director - Bernard J. Carey, Jr.

Throughout its long history, MAMH has used partnerships, collaborations and volunteers to plan, develop and advance our programs, initiatives, and activities.  Our 

accomplishments this year - as they have always been – resulted from the goodwill and hard work of our volunteer Board of Directors, legislators, city and state officials, and our 

many friends and supporters.  

Whether a Boston College student-athlete helping an inner city 6th grader understand the complexities of fractions, a CEO helping us find part-time employment for an individual with mental illness, or a board member securing furniture donations for a formerly 

homeless woman, our success stories belong to our volunteers, and to our network of supporters and friends.   What follows is a brief overview of our activities this past year, as well as, some of the challenges that lay ahead in 2009.

United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimac Valley:

For the year July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008 MAMH received approximately $90,095 from the United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley. (UWMB)  

In late 2006 through early 2007, UWMB reviewed all of its agency affiliates and established a new process for funding agencies effective July 1, 2007.  This required MAMH to submit to a highly competitive process, one in which UWMB freely acknowledged it was going to drop some affiliates as it sharpened its strategic focus and aligned its affiliate agencies.  After a lengthy and competitive evaluation of all proposals, we were advised that MAMH would remain an affiliate. While obviously contingent upon economic conditions and the level of contributions, UWMB also advised it expected to bring MAMH’s funding to or near $100,000 by FY 2010.  MAMH is fortunate to be a part of the UWMB portfolio and our focus area will be affordable housing.

Friend and Leader Award:

The 2008 Friend and Leader event honoring Tom Shields, First Lady Diane Patrick and the DMH Metro Boston System of Care was very successful.  We surpassed our targeted goal of $150,000 by raising $238,825. 

Advocacy for Children, Adolescents, Adults and Seniors:

As an outgrowth of our advocacy work in specific Boston neighborhoods (South Boston/Charlestown) MAMH continues to build bridges across Boston Neighborhoods and the community schools with its advocacy work

Advocacy activities in 2008 included:

· Individual case advocacy and interventions to obtain services and independence for consumers and family members.  

· Creating individual service plans (ISPs) for disabled adults and children in need of community-based services.

· Education and employment counseling for disabled adults seeking the opportunity to return to school or work. 

· MAMH’s Executive Director is co-chair of the Commonwealth’s Mental Health Planning Council (which receives and allocates $8 Million in Federal Community Block Grant funding) The Council is sponsoring meetings to bring together the diverse organizations focusing on education/employment for the mentally ill to plan more effectively as part of an effort to increase client outcomes.  Additionally, it has added standing sub-committees on Transitional Aged Youth, Elderly, Multi-Cultural Services and Employment.

· MAMH is a member of the Children’s Behavioral Health Initiative Advisory Council, which is chaired by DMH Commissioner Barbara Leadholm, and will be working with EOHHS, Medicaid, the Court monitor and others  to implement the Rosie D remediation plan.

 Public Policy Advocacy:

(1) Housing

· At the beginning of the 2007-2008 Legislative session, MAMH published and distributed its 6th People Are Waiting Report, which set forth a realistic, yet ambitious legislative agenda to increase housing opportunities for people with mental illnesses and their families.
· MAMH secured an additional $500,000 in rental assistance for DMH Clients, one of the agenda items listed in the above-mentioned People Are Waiting Report.

· MAMH secured an amendment to the facilities consolidation fund, which provided DMH much needed flexibility for more extensive use of the fund for the development of integrated housing models for DMH, and for participation by “for-profit” developers.  This was a high priority initiative for DMH, and another of the legislative priorities detailed in the People Are Waiting Report.   

· MAMH established a new MAMH Housing Committee to work with staff to enhance our affordable housing work with the United Way

· MAMH was successful in securing legislation requiring a minimum of 44 units of housing for DMH clients in connection with the proposed sale of the property formerly used as the Medfield State Hospital.  

(3) Preserving Access to Medications:

· We secured through the Commonwealth’s budget, a continuation of the Commissioner of Mental Health’s oversight authority over any proposed restrictions on access to medications used in the treatment of mental illness.
(4) Mental Health Parity
· MAMH coordinated a large coalition of mental health advocacy organizations and trade association in a successful effort to significantly expand and improve the Commonwealth’s Mental Health Parity in Health Insurance Law.
(5) Children’s Mental Health

· MAMH was part of a large coalition which successfully secured passage of legislation reorganizing and improving children’s mental health in Massachusetts.   
(6) Partial Restoration of Funding Cuts

· MAMH, in collaboration with others in the mental health community was successful in securing a partial restoration of funds for behavioral health services provided through the Commonwealth’s Medicaid Program (MassHealth). Efforts to restore funding cuts to the Department of Mental Health will continue through 2008 and into 2009.

Mental Health Awareness and Educational Outreach:

· MAMH continued its work as the designated Massachusetts partner with the NIMH for its Outreach Partnership Program.  

· MAMH assisted DMH and others in the planning and presentation of a symposium, conference or town meeting on depression for Cape Cod and the Islands.  The symposium included a video written and produced by MAMH, which featured First Lady Diane Patrick and her personal struggle with depression.

· MAMH is represented on the steering Committee for a Department of Public Health & DMH educational outreach collaboration on post-partum depression.

· Educational outreach to help individuals with mental illnesses understand the new Medicare Part D drug benefit and its impact on the dually eligible population (those who are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid (MassHealth) is ongoing.

Kids On Campus / College Athletes Care:

· Community partnership initiative with Boston College and Middle Schools in Malden and Charlestown allowed MAMH to recruit and place BC students at the to work as assistant teachers in the classroom with an emphasis on math and science.  

· E-Pal, a new email mentoring program to assist youngsters in middle school in developing stronger organizational skills and study habits was piloted and evaluated in 2008.  Planning is underway for additional piloting in 2009.   

Annual Financial Report - for Year Ending June 30, 2008




Revenue




United Way of Massachusetts Bay
$ 91,841
           

Special Events/Grants


  275,861




Chapters & Allied Agencies Dues
     9,657




Individual Membership Dues

    17,300






Investment Income (Net)

  143,092





Specials Projects (Housing Network)
  290,000





Interest & other Income

     42,048









Total Revenue

$869,799




Expenses




Program Services


$483,181




Support Services:


    

Mgmt & General

    94,346





Fund Raising


    51,449  






Total Expenses
$628,976

Corporate & Other Contributors

	Abt. Associates
	Mentor, Inc.

	Arbour Health System
	McLean Hospital

	Associated Industries of Massachusetts
	Mints, Levin, Glovsky and Popeo PC

	Astra-Zeneca
	Monument Group L.P.

	Bain Children's Fund
	Neighborhood Health Plan

	Beacon Health Strategies, LLC
	Newton-Wellesley Hospital

	Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts
	North Shore Medical Center

	Boston College
	Novartis

	Boston University Psychiatric Associates
	Ortho-McNeil

	Boston Medical Center
	Partners HealthCare 

	Bournewood Health Systems
	Partners Psychiatry and Mental Health

	Brian Fallon
	PhRMA

	Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
	Pompeo, Maureen

	Brigham & Women’s Hospital
	Public Consulting Group

	Donoghue Barrett & Singal, P.C.
	Public Sector Partners/Med Metrics Health

	East Boston Neighborhood Health Center
	Rasky Baerlein Strategic Communications

	Eli Lilly and Company
	Robert Mast & Linda Carlisle

	Faulkner Hospital
	Shields Health Care Group

	Filene's
	South Bay Mental Health

	Foley Hoag
	Southcoast Health System

	Fuller Foundation, Inc.
	Stonehill College

	Goulston & Storrs
	Tufts Health Plan

	Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
	Tufts Medical Center

	Hill Holliday
	University of Massachusetts

	Janssen
	UMass. Medical

	Mass. Behavioral Health Partnership
	Vinfen Corporation

	MGH Psychiatry
	Walden Behavioral Care

	MGH – Smart Choices
	Walter Channing Memorial Fund

	Mattapan Community Health Center
	Work, Inc.

	
	Yawkey Foundation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Member of the United Way of Massachusetts Bay
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MAMH                             Member of the Child Welfare League of America, Inc.                                                                                

All contributions are tax deductible
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